THE MAN I KNEW

that the politicians meant to exact very humiliating terms
from Germany. This, he thought, would be a great mistake
because it would mean that we were merely laying up
troubles for the future and might encourage the desire for
revenge. Besides, he doubted if Germany was sufficiently
low to accept such terms. Looking at the matter from the
soldier's point of view he was sure that there were many
good officers in Germany who, like himself in similar cir-
cumstances, would rather die than accept such conditions.

Rumour had it that the Kaiser had abdicated, however,
and it was thought that the new rulers would be ready to
buy peace at any price*

Meanwhile, fighting still continued, and though Douglas
was kept busy with the troops he spent much time on behalf
of the disabled officers and men. The question of an armis-
tice was uppermost in the German mind at this time and
Douglas felt that our successes would have a great effect on
the enemy. The German peace delegates arrived at Com-
piegne on the 8th of November, and it was expected that
their Government would be likely to accept the terms
because, added to the already unsettled state of Germany, a
portion of the German fleet was said to have revolted.

Marshal Foch and Admiral Wemyss were appointed to
meet the Germans, who started off by asking for an im-
mediate cessation of hostilities. This of course was refused,
and Marshal Foch informed them of the terms which the
Allies were prepared to offer and which had been arranged
at Versailles on the ist of November. Acceptance or rejec-
tion of these terms had to be in the hands of the Allies
within seventy-two hours. The peace delegates never for a
moment expected such harsh terms and were quite over-
come when they heard them. However, a courier was
despatched with them to Spa and the German Chancellor's
decision was awaited with eagerness*

Actually the courier had considerable difficulty in getting
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